
Trinity 4 

My dear Friends, 

As we emerge cautiously from the restrictions of the pandemic we are discovering many unexpected 
consequences of what has happened over the last eighteen months. It is not surprising unfortunately 
that one of the major results of our medical services being so preoccupied with the care of Covid 19 
patients and protecting the rest of us is that other treatments and procedures have taken a back seat. 
Regularly in the news we are reminded that some people with serious conditions have for various 
reasons not been up to date with their care. The waiting lists for surgery are longer than ever with 
hundreds of thousands looking forward to relief from pain. After a recent appointment with an 
orthopaedic consultant, I have just received a letter from a surgeon putting me on his list for a knee 
replacement. I wonder if it will happen before I retire?! 

At the time of Jesus earthly ministry the people were not blessed with our wonderful NHS. Health care 
was non existent as we know it and life expectancy was low. There were natural remedies that were 
effective and also physicians and healers who sometimes brought good health. The arrival of Jesus 
with his miraculous healing powers was obviously very welcome. We can understand why great crowds 
gathered wherever he went. 

In our Gospel this week from St Mark, Ch5, v21-43, two very different people come to Jesus desperate 
for his help. The first was Jairus, a leader of the synagogue who would have been an important and 
influential figure in the religious establishment and community. He came asking for Jesus to heal his 
daughter on the point of death. On his way to the home of Jairus, Jesus is touched by a woman who 
has suffered from haemorrhages for twelve years and had spent all her money on doctors who had 
made things worse. At that time for a woman to approach a man outside her family would have been 
thought scandalous. Her medical ailment would also have rendered her ‘unclean’ in contemporary 
eyes. Jesus has not seen her in the crush but feels power going from within him. The woman anxious 
about her presumption, fearing admonition, admits she touched him. Our Lord lovingly commends her 
faith, reassures her that she is made well and sends her on her way.  

Meanwhile people arrive from the synagogue leader’s home to say his daughter is dead and that there 
is no need for Jesus to come. However he dismisses them and tells Jairus “Do not fear only believe.” In 
spite of there being crowds of mourners weeping and wailing at the house Jesus puts them outside 
and enters with the parents. He speaks to the girl in the language of the people Aramaic, “Talitha cum” 
meaning “Little girl, get up!”. She is immediately brought back to life, walking about. Jesus tells them 
to give her something to eat.  

Both these miracles depended not only on Jesus powers but also on the faith of those who approached 
him for help. It is also significant that Jesus does not ignore the poor, sick woman in the crowd even 
though an important man has come to him first. He treats both their concerns with the care they 
deserve and offers healing and care to the woman and the girl and their loved ones. We all have our 
health concerns at various stages of our life and hope that we will receive appropriate treatment for 
our needs. These miracles however remind us of how we need not only physical well being but also a 
spiritual health in placing our trust in Jesus, believing and having Faith in him.  

Best wishes and prayers 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


